46" Annual Conference
Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning
Kansas City, Missouri
27 October 2005

Conceptualizing
the Social and Economic Conseguences
of Natural Hazards

Steven P. French, Professor
City and Regional Planning
Georgia Institute of Technology
Atlanta, Georgia 30332-0695

C Mid-America Earthquake Center



id-Ameriq

ke Center

Emergency Shelter

Relocation,
Displacement

Direct Damage,
Price Increases,
Business
Interruption,
Supply Disruption

t

Fiscal Impacts,
Business Failure,
Job Loss,
Reconstruction

X

e

Casualties,
Fatalities,
Health Care
Disruption

t

Psychological
Distress,
Chronic Injury

t

Emergency
Supplies
Family Separation

t

Family Stress,
Neighborhood
Disruption




(CC Mid-America Earthquake Center



(CC Mid-America Earthquake Center



Key Considerations

Rebuilding must not be overwhelmed by the desire to
“Return to Normalcy”

Low Probability-High Consequence events are esfigcia
difficult for planning

Social and Economic Consequences must be estimated
and incorporated into rebuilding decisions

Disasters do not just happen — they are Designed
(cf. Mileti, 1999)

Where are we building the next Katrina?
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